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WITHOUT FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID
PAUL & EDUARDO WOULD NOT BE HERE SUNDAY
Eduardo Castro, the son of an Imperial Valley farm
worker, and Paul Davis, ASB vice president, will tell you
straight out that if it weren't for the financial aid they
received from government and private sources, they would not
be graduating this Sunday (May 25) from the University of
San Diego.
Many of the other 725 undergraduates who will be at the
2:30 p.m. commencement are also obtaining degrees through
the help of financial aid.
About 60 percent of USD's graduate and undergraduate
students are here on some type of financial aid. At the USD
Law School, 70 to 75 percent receive financial assistance.
The students graduating this weekend may be much more
fortunate than the students to follow. Passage of the GrammRudman Act could decimate the federal government's student
financial aid programs.
In March, the new law resulted in a 4.3 percent cut in
federal financial aid. The cutback will not be felt until
the 1986-87 school year, according to Sister Dale Brown, USD
asst. financial aid director.
In the fall, she said the number of students to receive
PELL grants will be cut in half, from 450 to 225. PELL Grant
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is a federal program for the financially neediest, awarding
a maximum of $2,100 per year.
Both Eduardo and Paul are PELL Grant recipients.
Eduardo, a 21-year-old business administration major, and
Paul, a 22-year-old English major from Escondido, are
concerned about Gramm-Rudman.
"I can see the point in trying to cut the deficit, but
I question the items they want to cut, like higher
education," Eduardo remarked. "I'm sure there is a lot of
government waste in other programs ...
"A lot of students default on their government loans,
but the government can get tougher and enforce collections
instead of cutting back on financial aid."
Paul feels a private university offers a higher
quality, more well-rounded personal and academic education
compared to a state university. "The quality of education
and a value system are here at USD," he said.
Both students come from families with incomes under
$20,000 a year. Paul lives with his mother, Josephine Davis,
in Escondido, while Eduardo, before corning to college, lived
with his parents, Eduardo and Amelia Castro, and a 17-yearold brother, Tony, in Brawley.
For the first five years of the younger Eduardo's life,
his father was a taxi driver in Mexicali, Mexico. His father
is now a tractor driver for Stafford Hannon Ranch in
Imperial Valley.
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"My father was earning $15,000 to $16,000 a year, but
his hours are being cut from six days a week to five,"
Eduardo said. "My parents are looking to me to bring in some
money, now that I am graduating ....
"My brother is going to need financial aid, and will
have to apply for it right away."
Eduardo will try to get a job at a San Diego business,
a place where he can aspire to move into management.
Paul plans to take a management trainee position with
Hali-Specht in Los Angeles. "I want to work to save up
enough money to go to law school," he noted. "There's that
money thing again!"
For more information, please contact John Nunes at 2604682.
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